
Briefs 

We continually work to bring timely, relevant and accurate data to our 
business community. We thank those that have commented favorably 
on this publication.   We hope that you continue to find a useful pur-
pose for this information. 
 
If there is something not in this report that you would like us to track, 
please feel free to call or email our office. You can reach us via tele-
phone at 423-5724 or 800-944-1708 or email at: 
adeterman@masoncityedc.com. 
 
If you know of someone who would like to receive the QER, please 
contact us with their email information and we will gladly place them 
on our list. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
        Angela Determan                       Ken Bales                    Alece Asbe-Snyder 
Interim Executive Director    Development Specialist    Information Coordinator 
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¨ Cost of Living for Mason City is well below the na-
tional average at 87.0%, and lower than several other 
similar size Midwestern cities 

 
�     The state’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 

held steady at 3.9% in August and July of this year.  It 
was 3.6 in August one year ago.  (9-25-07) 

 

�    The U.S. unemployment rate for the Third Quarter 
2007 was 4.7%. 

 
�    The total number of working Iowans was reported at 

1,591,800 (seasonally adjusted) in August of this year, 
15,900 less than a year ago. (9-25-07) 

 
�    “ There are some indications that the job market may 

be easing up slightly, but the fundamentals still 
remain quite solid,”  said Elisabeth Buck, director of 
Iowa Workforce Development. (8-21-07) 
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Urban Area 100%  
Composite 

Index 

13% 
Grocery 

28% 
Housing 

10% 
Utilities 

10% 
Transpor-

tation 

4% 
Healthcare 

35% 
Misc. Goods 

Mason City 87.0 88.2 71.8 91.0 100.1 91.5 93.3 

Ames 96.2 91.5 89.2 115.1 97.1 96.6 97.8 

Cedar Rapids 90.5 88.0 79.4 96.8 93.6 108.4 95.5 

Davenport- IA-
Moline- 
Rock Island -IL 

93.9 94.2 85.3 94.2 105.6 91.4 97.6 

Des Moines 90.0 86.5 87.0 98.5 95.5 89.2 89.7 

Waterloo -Cedar 
Falls  

92.0 82.9 86.8 81.5 115.1 101.3 94.8 

Rochester, MN 101.7 88.1 95.8 110.5 99.9 104.2 109.2 

St. Cloud, MN 99.8 94.4 89.3 107.4 102.5 98.1 107.5 

Omaha NE -
Council Bluffs IA 

89.0 87.8 78.0 89.0 100.3 94.7 94.5 

Source:  ACCRA Cost of Living Index, Second Quarter 2007. 

Commercial Air Fare Comparison 
Mason City Airport 
TRAFFIC REPORT 

 
Ticket prices for business travelers in  

October are at a low for the year.  Prices 
have been steadily declining and are  

currently an average of $485 
for business travelers out of Mason City. 

 
 

View our newsletter “ Y-MCW”   
found at www.masoncityedc.com  

or contact  
adeterman@masoncityedc.com  

to receive this quarterly publication. 

Source:  Mason City Municipal Airport - Iowa DOT Office of Aviation 10-1-2007�

TO: FROM: Des Moines Minneapolis Mason City  Cedar Rapids Dubuque Chicago Moline 

Chicago, O'Hare ORD Leisure 381 133 360 357 335  335 
 Business 613 173 638 545 505  505 
 Walk-Up 761 223 684 625 585  585 

Denver      DEN Leisure 387 259 396 437 396 159 452 
 Business 587 225 566 637 468 283 660 
 Walk-Up 1,087 532 1,096 937 974 497 811 

Las Vegas    LAS Leisure 275 280 268 245 286 229 174 
 Business 195 238 355 329 328 361 325 
 Walk-Up 350 480 358 615 912 526 477 

New York City  LGA Leisure 319 274 318 304 204 199 204 
 Business 671 307 660 304 264 260 264 
 Walk-Up 979 402 968 384 314 280 314 

Orlando     MCO Leisure 241 259 261 324 302 225 242 
 Business 396 255 360 444 404 225 393 
 Walk-Up 533 475 530 562 608 381 482 

Phoenix     PHX Leisure 315 286 292 334 377 255 286 
 Business 286 239 475 405 452 341 317 
 Walk-Up 286 501 447 672 733 661 622 

San Francisco    SFO Leisure 287 262 276 506 522 219 336 
 Business 315 280 200 506 576 321 390 
 Walk-Up 231 406 433 1,062 802 411 700 

Seattle       SEA Leisure 200 273 188 372 325 279 325 
 Business 195 274 196 447 367 341 367 
 Walk-Up 235 347 236 746 947 643 724 

Washington    DCA Leisure 264 248 262 394 288 159 288 
 Business 650 255 648 394 354 210 350 
 Walk-Up 655 393 648 394 532 270 532 

Average Leisure 303 252 304 369 340 231 298 

 Business 457 252 485 495 416 306 402 

 Walk-Up 628 422 665 721 720 469 594 



Retail Sales Tax REPORT 
Mason City/Cerro Gordo County 

                                               Quarter Ending            Quarter Ending 
                                                   12/31/06                         3/31/07                  
Mason City/Cerro Gordo County          

No. Businesses Reporting               1,176/1,829                                 946/1,415 
Taxable Sales                     $151,328,703/$175,271,516       $121,438,340/$140,520,995 
Taxes Generated                $    7,566,415/$    8,763,547       $    6,071,959/$    7,026,110 

Source:   Iowa Department of Revenue & Finance 

Labor SUMMARY  
Cerro Gordo County  

                                August                    August                Percent 
                                  2006                        2007                   Change 

Labor Force           27,020                     25,990                   -3.81% 
Unemployed               920                          960                   4.35% 
Rate                          3.4%                        3.7%                     0.3% 
Employment          26,100                     25,030                  -4.10% 
                                                                                                                               *not seasonally adjusted 

Source:  Iowa Workforce Development.  Mason City, Iowa 

Financial INSTITUTION DEPOSIT 
Cerro Gordo County 

           June 2004                     June 2005                    June 2006        % Change 2005-06 

   $803,947,000                 $841,201,000               $891,387,000               +6.0%    

Source:  Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

Housing SALES Mason City  
                                       August ‘06           2006 YTD               August ’07           2007 YTD  

Listings Sold                                   47                         326                               51                          318 
Dollar/Sale Volume               $4,348,280             $35,094,921                $5,579,495             $36,261,306 

Source:  Mason City MLS  



Residential REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY 

                                                  August 2006/YTD             August 2007/YTD 
                                                                                                       
                                                                                      Amount                                                 Amount 

Mason City         
Total Permits (year to date)                 4/30                                  1/15 
   Single Family Housing Permits &                                                              
   Multi-Family Housing Permit            $858,823 /$6,109,226              $142,699/$2,733,106 
                                        

Source:  Mason City Community Development Department & U.S. Census Bureau 

Online RESOURCES 
 

� American Chamber of Commerce Researchers Association—www.accra.org 
 
� Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor—www.bls.gov 
 
� City of Mason City’s Inspection Services Division—www.masoncity.net 
 
� Iowa Department of Transportation—Office of Aviation—www.dot.state.ia.us 
 
� Iowa Workforce Development—www.iowaworkforce.org 
 
� Mason City Board of Realtors —www.masoncitymls.com 
 
� Mason City Convention and Visitor’s Bureau—www.masoncitytourism.com 
 
� Mason City Chamber of Commerce—www.masoncityia.com 
 
� Mason City Municipal Airport—www.masoncity.net 
 
� U.S. Census Bureau—www.census.gov 

25 West State Street, Suite B 
Mason City, IA  50401 

Phone:  (641) 423-5724 
FAX:  (641) 423-5725 

www.masoncityedc.com 

Mason City’s FY 2008 consolidated  tax rate is 34.36274 and was rated 2nd among Iowa’s largest 
cities for the 2004 Tax Year. 

Vehicle TITLE ACTIVITY 
Cerro Gordo County 
2nd qtr  2006       3rd qtr  2006       4th qtr  2006        YTD 2006            1st qtr  2007        2nd qtr  2007       3rd qtr  2007 
       3,654                   3,772                    3,034                13,515                    3,113                     4,019                    3,964 


