
Briefs 

We continually work to bring timely, relevant and accurate data to our 
business community. We thank those that have commented favorably 
on this publication.   We hope that you continue to find a useful pur-
pose for this information. 
 
If there is something not in this report that you would like us to track, 
please feel free to call or email our office. You can reach us via tele-
phone at 423-5724 or 800-944-1708 or email at: 
adeterman@masoncityedc.com. 
 
If you know of someone that would like to receive the QER, please 
contact us with their email information and we will gladly place them 
on our list. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Curtis Brown                     Ken Bales                                        Angela Determan 
Executive Director            Development Specialist                  Project Manager 
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¨ Cost of Living in for Mason City is well below the na-
tional average at 89.2%, and lower than several other 
similar size Midwestern cities 

 
�     The states seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 

rose slightly to 3.2% in March from 3.3% in February.  
(4-20-07) 

 

�    The U.S. unemployment rate for the First Quarter 2007 
was 4.5%, and it fell to 4.4% in March specifically. 

 
�    The total number of working Iowans was reported at 

1,519,000 (seasonally adjusted) in March of this year, 
18,700 more than a year ago. (4-20-07) 

 
�    “ Iowa employers continued to add workers to their 

payrolls in March, but the monthly job gain was much 
smaller than the increases posted for the first two 
months of the quarter,”  said David Neil, interim 
director of Iowa Workforce Development. (4-20-07) 
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Urban Area 100%  
Composite 

Index 

13% 
Grocery 

28% 
Housing 

10% 
Utilities 

10% 
Transpor-

tation 

4% 
Healthcare 

35% 
Misc. Goods 

Mason City 89.2 84.9 76.7 96.2 96.5 94.9 95.9 

Ames 96.7 92.6 92.3 108.8 98.6 96.8 97.8 

Cedar Rapids 92.8 88.0 80.2 94.3 102.0 108.4 99.9 

Davenport- IA-
Moline- 
Rock Island -IL 

94.9 96.2 89.3 95.8 101.7 90.9 97.2 

Des Moines 89.4 86.8 86.5 88.7 88.2 91.3 93.1 

Waterloo -Cedar 
Falls  

89.4 86.3 82.5 83.2 107.7 93.3 92.1 

Rochester, MN 96.0 89.0 90.5 93.9 96.5 103.0 102.5 

St. Cloud, MN 99.0 95.6 90.7 99.7 103.0 100.7 105.2 

Omaha NE -
Council Bluffs IA 

88.8 88.9 80.9 87.8 97.1 95.3 92.2 

Source:  ACCRA Cost of Living Index, Fourth Quarter 2006. 

Commercial Air Fare Comparison 
Mason City Airport 
TRAFFIC REPORT 

 
According to figures released by the Mason City 
Municipal Airport and Iowa DOT Office of Avia-

tion , enplaned passenger traffic 
 increased 10.49%  

in 1st Quarter 2007 from the previous year. 
 

 
 
 

View our newsletter “ Y-MCW”   
found at www.masoncityedc.com  

or contact  
adeterman@masoncityedc.com  

Source:  Mason City Municipal Airport - Iowa DOT Office of Aviation 3-31-2007�

TO: FROM: Des Moines Minneapolis Mason City  Cedar Rapids Dubuque Chicago Moline 

Chicago, O'Hare ORD Leisure 197 99 206 197 197  197 
 Business 571 259 776 489 439  449 
 Walk-Up 703 319 694 552 519  529 

Denver      DEN Leisure 247 159 256 247 272 149 251 
 Business 484 423 898 525 934 311 617 
 Walk-Up 1,023 391 1,022 839 943 491 674 

Las Vegas    LAS Leisure 229 218 218 348 359 244 259 
 Business 424 458 554 449 789 440 565 
 Walk-Up 359 440 803 663 914 581 570 

New York City  LGA Leisure 291 238 268 300 203 139 180 
 Business 643 460 622 300 280 209 260 
 Walk-Up 933 971 922 569 910 628 300 

Orlando     MCO Leisure 241 212 238 260 220 139 220 
 Business 360 491 569 484 604 305 497 
 Walk-Up 531 472 569 538 883 589 609 

Phoenix     PHX Leisure 201 239 214 330 290 199 260 
 Business 240 534 228 425 741 414 620 
 Walk-Up 350 471 618 636 871 611 592 

San Francisco    SFO Leisure 281 231 278 393 360 328 360 
 Business 392 565 779 538 938 495 655 
 Walk-Up 785 639 808 773 1,362 829 670 

Seattle       SEA Leisure 333 231 356 360 320 219 320 
 Business 563 606 880 596 776 566 642 
 Walk-Up 1,096 776 796 750 789 621 692 

Washington    DCA Leisure 241 217 250 220 210 99 200 
 Business 574 513 580 400 570 220 293 
 Walk-Up 541 710 580 390 669 314 436 

Average Leisure 255 204 263 287 271 192 250 

 Business 548 463 715 526 698 380 506 

 Walk-Up 753 564 825 684 897 568 578 



Retail Sales Tax REPORT 
Mason City/Cerro Gordo County 

                                               Quarter Ending            Quarter Ending 
                                                   06/30/06                         12/31/06                   
Mason City/Cerro Gordo County          

No. Businesses Reporting               939/1,407                                    1,176/1,829 
Taxable Sales                     $130,740,670/$158,497,556       $151,328,703/$175,271,516 
Taxes Generated                $    6,537,055/$    7,924,918       $    7,566,415/$    8,763,547 

Source:   Iowa Department of Revenue & Finance 

Labor SUMMARY  
Cerro Gordo County  

                               March                      March                  Percent 
                                2006                        2007                    Change 

Labor Force           25,640                     25,520                   -.47% 
Unemployed            1,180                          970                 -17.80% 
Rate                          4.6%                        3.8%                  -0.8% 
Employment          24,460                     24,550                   .37% 
                                                                                                                               *not seasonally adjusted 

Source:  Iowa Workforce Development.  Mason City, Iowa 

Financial INSTITUTION DEPOSIT 
Cerro Gordo County 

           June 2004                     June 2005                    June 2006        % Change 2005-06 

   $803,947,000                 $841,201,000               $891,387,000               +6.0%    

Source:  Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

Housing SALES Mason City  
                                       March ‘06             2006 YTD               March ’07            2007 YTD  

Listings Sold                                   45                        92                                22                          73 
Dollar/Sale Volume               $4,921,490            $9,144,020                 $2,351,650              $8,295,265 

Source:  Mason City MLS  



Residential REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY 

                                                  March 2006/YTD               March 2007/YTD 
                                                       Buildings/Units                                     Buildings/Units 
                                                                                      Amount                                                 Amount 

Mason City         
Total Permits (year to date)                 0/4                                   3/3 
   Single Family Housing Permits &                                                              
   Multi-Family Housing Permit                     $732,500                                 $515,178           
                           

Source:  Mason City Community Development Department & U.S. Census Bureau 

Online RESOURCES 
 

� American Chamber of Commerce Researchers Association—www.accra.org 
 
� Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor—www.bls.gov 
 
� City of Mason City’s Inspection Services Division—www.masoncity.net 
 
� Iowa Department of Transportation—Office of Aviation—www.dot.state.ia.us 
 
� Iowa Workforce Development—www.iowaworkforce.org 
 
� Mason City Board of Realtors —www.masoncitymls.com 
 
� Mason City Convention and Visitor’s Bureau—www.masoncitytourism.com 
 
� Mason City Chamber of Commerce—www.masoncityia.com 
 
� Mason City Municipal Airport—www.masoncity.net 
 
� U.S. Census Bureau—www.census.gov 

25 West State Street, Suite B 
Mason City, IA  50401 

Phone:  (641) 423-5724 
FAX:  (641) 423-5725 

www.masoncityedc.com 

Mason City’s FY 2006 consolidated  tax rate was 33.51 and was rated 2nd among Iowa’s largest 
cities for the 2004 Tax Year. 

Vehicle TITLE ACTIVITY 
Cerro Gordo County 
1st qtr  2006         2nd qtr  2006       3rd qtr  2006       4th qtr  2006        YTD 2006           1st qtr  2007 
      3055                      3654                     3772                    3034                  13,515                    3113 


